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PO BOX 153095, AUSTIN, TX 78715 

 

Scholarship Application  

Submission Deadline: April 28th, 2018 
 

Application Instructions 

(Please read carefully before starting the application process) 

 

 

Eligibility Requirements for Ruby’s Rainbow Scholarship 

 

 

 This grant is for individuals with Down syndrome who are 18 years of age or older. 

 Desire and intent to enroll or continue enrollment in a class or program that will enhance your 

life through employment, independent living or life skills, or interests in any other areas. (see 

qualifying programs, expenses and courses in “Scholarship Expense Criteria on page 2) 

 Provide copy of High School Diploma or equivalent (certificate of completion) or transcripts if 

graduating in the spring of this year. Please see “Application Checklist” for other acceptable 

documents.  

 Individuals who were previously awarded a Ruby’s Rainbow scholarship may now apply the 

following year with the RE-APPLY APPLICATION. Please go to the “Apply” page on the Ruby’s 

Rainbow website or email liz@rubysrainbow.org for a copy. DO NOT fill this application out if 

you have previously been awarded a Ruby’s Rainbow Scholarship. 

 

 

mailto:liz@rubysrainbow.org
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Scholarship Expense Criteria 

 Tuition at a university, community college or post-secondary institution, institutes of 

technology, vocational and trade schools; this includes certificate, degree and non-degree 

programs.  Program must be within the United States.  

 Scholarship funds can only be used for housing, food or transportation if it is already included as 

part of the tuition. Separate payments will not be made for these accommodations.  

 Up to 10% of scholarship funds awarded may be used for books and other supplies related to 

the coursework if needed. In this case, a paid receipt must be provided for reimbursement.  

 Enrichment classes in the arts qualify for funding if they are certified programs. Examples of 

qualifying enrichment classes include painting and film production. Please email 

liz@rubysrainbow.org  with any questions regarding qualifying enrichment classes.  At this time, 

classes that include physical activities do not qualify for funding. Examples include swimming, 

horseback riding, and dance.  

How to Apply 

We are so excited to learn more about you and your journey toward higher education!!  Please be sure 

to read through all of these instructions carefully to ensure you submit all the required materials and get 

it to us in the correct format.  Please don’t hesitate to reach out to Liz@rubysrainbow.org with any 

questions you may have after reviewing everything in this document.  We look forward to hearing from 

you!!  

Application Checklist  

Please read this checklist carefully to be sure you have provided the required materials for a complete 

application. Anything received after the deadline will not be considered for review. 

o Completed and signed application provided (pages 5-12) 

o Two letters of recommendation (Please only TWO) 

o Parent/Guardian Information sheet (initialed in correct places and signed) 

o High School Diploma, Transcript, Certificate of Completion OR equivalent (College Transcript, 

acceptance letter or letter from Director of the program attending is acceptable in lieu of  High 

School Diploma if you have graduated and have already been enrolled) These DO NOT have to 

be official documents, copies are acceptable.  

Note: If still in High School, a current transcript or letter from an administrator to show enrollment 

and projected graduation date will be accepted also.  You can apply while still in High School but 

must be graduating in the spring of that year.  

o Applicant Essay, no less than 100 words 

o (Required) One or more photos of you 

o (Optional) Anything you feel will help us get to know you better! Examples include: Pictures, 

video, artwork, poetry, etc. Please see acceptable forms of submissions (Page 4). 

o (Optional) Parent Essay- We welcome ONE family member or person assisting to submit their 

own essay about the applicant and their journey (in addition to the applicant essay) if they feel 

inspired to do so. 

o If applying for the Maudie’s or Warriors for Walt Scholarship Award you must provide 

estimated cost for tuition for academic year. (not needed if applying for $5k or less) 

mailto:liz@rubysrainbow.org
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Notification: 

You will receive an email confirmation once we have received your application. If you do not receive a 

confirmation please email Liz@rubysrainbow.org or call 512-879-7801 to be sure it was received.  

You will receive an email or letter notification to let you know if we were able or not able to award you a 

scholarship for this year. We hope to notify all applicants by early June. 

 

Application Guidelines   

NOTE TO APPLICANTS: Please fill out the following form to the best of your abilities. We recognize that 

you may need assistance from a parent, guardian or friend, but we want to read your own, individual 

responses to the following questions, so we can get a full picture of your accomplishments, goals and 

personality. Note that written responses are preferred, but audio-recorded responses are also 

acceptable. 

 

NOTE TO PARENTS/GUARDIANS: We understand that some applicants need assistance with filling out 

this form. We do prefer to read applicants’ own, individual responses to the following questions, so we 

can get a full picture of their accomplishments, goals and personalities. Once the applicant has filled out 

as much as possible on their own, please feel free to add information where needed, and make a note 

that the applicant received assistance with that section. 

Although it is not required, we highly encourage applicants to also send in “Something to Help Us Get to 

Know You Better” in addition to their completed application. You can always refer to our “Frequently 

Asked Questions” for ideas… or be creative!! We ask that the applicant fill out the application as 

independently as possible and to the best of their ability. We love to read their own, individual 

responses to the questions in the application so we can get a full picture of their accomplishments, goals 

and personality.  A family member, or someone who is helping the applicant with the application 

process, is then encouraged to add additional information if they feel more is needed for the committee 

to get a clear vision of their loved one. 

 

PARENT ESSAY (OPTIONAL) 

We also welcome ONE family member or person assisting to submit their own essay about the applicant 

and their journey (in addition to the applicant essay) if they feel inspired to do so. Please note that this is 

not a requirement, only additional information accepted with the application if needed. Please refer to 

the “Applicant Essay Instructions” for more information. 
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Video and “Extra” Submissions 

All videos and files submitted with the application need to be less than five minutes in length. YouTube, 

Vimeo links or Movie files are preferred when sharing video submissions. Please do not send disks or a 

CD. Please keep into consideration that all items submitted will need to be shared electronically with the 

committee for review.  Items in binders, books, etc. are hard to scan and download, and we want to be 

sure to be able to share everything that is sent in with our selection committee!! Please don’t send 

anything in this format or it may not be included in your application.  Original photos are accepted but 

please note they will not be returned. 

 

How to Submit Application 

EMAILING APPLICATION: 

Once the application is completed, it can be sent via email to Liz@rubysrainbow.org. Please put 

applicants name in subject line in email. It can be sent in these forms: 

1. Dropbox Link (preferred) 

2. Shared via Google Drive  

3. As an attachment (or multiple attachments) in an email 

 Please review the above “Video and Extra Submissions” for guidelines on sending items other than the 

application.  

*If sent via email it must be received by midnight (CST) on the deadline date* 

 

MAILING APPLICATION 

Items received in the mail are scanned and downloaded into a Dropbox File for electronic review for our 

selection committee SO PLEASE DO NOT send anything via mail in binders, books or CD’s as they may 

not be included in your application!!  You can provide links within the application to picture files, 

YouTube or Vimeo videos, etc., but please do not send any physical items. Original pictures will be 

accepted, but please note that all items submitted will not be returned. If you need assistance with the 

application process please do not hesitate to email liz@rubysrainbow.org or call 512-879-7801.  

Send application to: 

Ruby’s Rainbow 

PO BOX 153095 

Austin, TX 78715 

*Note: if application is sent via mail it must be post-marked on or before the deadline* 

 

 

mailto:Liz@rubysrainbow.org
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Parent/Guardian Information 

 

 

Name   _____________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address  _____________________________________________________ 
 
City, State Zip  _____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone   _____________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail address   _____________________________________________________ 
 
Relationship to  _____________________________________________________ 
 Applicant  
 
I certify that the person applying for a Ruby’s Rainbow Scholarship has Down syndrome 
________ (Please Initial) 
 
I certify that the person applying for a Ruby’s Rainbow Scholarship is 18 years of age or older 
________ (Please Initial) 
 
 

I understand that _________________________________ is applying for a grant to help financially with 

a postsecondary education program or enrichment course.  If he/she is awarded this grant, I will help to 

ensure that he/she is able to attend the course.  I understand that if awarded this grant, that 

documentation will need to be provided as to how and where the grant money will be spent.  I certify 

that he/she meets the following eligibility criteria: has Down syndrome and is 18 years of age or older; 

and intends to continue studying or enroll in a postsecondary program or enrichment course.  

 

 

Signature ____________________________________  Date ___________  

 

Print Name ____________________________________ 

 

**If you are submitting this form electronically, typing your name in both spaces above is your 

agreement to the statement and is binding like your handwritten signature** Falsifying any eligibility 

information in these documents can result in returning of funds if awarded under false pretenses. 

Falsifying information, or the later determination by RR, that the applicant is ineligible according to its 

guidelines, is grounds for cancellation of scholarship award and shall create a personal obligation of the 

applicant and the party signing this form for the return of any funds distributed in good faith reliance on 

these statements of eligibility.  
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Scholarship Application  

Submission Deadline: April 28th, 2018 
 

NOTE TO APPLICANTS: Please fill out the following form to the best of your abilities. We recognize that 
you may need assistance from a parent, guardian or friend, but we want to read your own, individual 
responses to the following questions, so we can get a full picture of your accomplishments, goals and 
personality. Note that written responses are preferred, but audio-recorded responses are also 
acceptable. 
 
NOTE TO PARENTS/GUARDIANS: We understand that some applicants need assistance with filling out this 
form. We do prefer to read applicants’ own, individual responses to the following questions, so we can get a 
full picture of their accomplishments, goals and personalities. Once the applicant has filled out as much as 
possible on their own, please feel free to add information where needed, and make a note that the applicant 
received assistance with that section. 
 

 
Name  ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
                             ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Email   ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Age  ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
College/University Program You Are Interested or Enrolled In: __________________________________ 
 
 

Are you currently enrolled:         □ Yes        □ No 

 
If enrolled, how many semesters you have attended so far?  _______________ 
 
How many more semesters until completion/certification? _______________ 
 
Total estimated tuition cost of program for academic year:           _______________ 
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Ruby’s Rainbow Scholarships range between $1,000 and $5,000 depending on funds available for that 
year.   Please select the maximum amount below that you will be able to utilize within one year. You 
will still be considered for smaller scholarship amounts, but we will have an accurate knowledge of the 
need for the academic year.  
 
Scholarship Amount You Are Seeking (check only one): 
 

$1,000    $2,000   $3,000  $4,000  $5,000   Other (please specify amount): _________  
 
We are excited to offer two larger scholarship amounts this year. Please note when applying for these 
higher scholarship amounts that it MUST BE USED WITHIN ONE YEAR. If you cannot utilize the higher 
amount within one year please check one of the amounts above.  
 

 When checking one of the boxes below you must also submit an estimated cost for the 
academic year. 

 Even if the applicant does not receive one of the scholarship awards, they will still be considered 
for a smaller scholarship amount.  

 By checking the Warriors for Walt Scholarship Award you will be considered for any scholarship 
amount between $1,000 and $7,000.  

 By checking the Maudie’s scholarship Award you will be considered for any scholarship amount 
between $1,000- $10,000.  

 A reminder to please only check the maximum amount you can utilize in ONE YEAR so we can 
maximize the amount of individuals we can help per year. 

 

$7,000    Warriors for Walt Scholarship Award: 
I would like to be considered for the Warriors for Walt Scholarship Award and can utilize the full amount 
during one academic year. I am providing an estimated cost for the academic year for the program I will 
be attending. 
 

$10,000   Maudie’s Scholarship Award: 
I would like to be considered for the Maudie’s Scholarship Award and can utilize the full amount during 
one academic year. I am providing an estimated cost for the academic year for the program I will be 
attending. 
 
NOTE: If you are awarded a Ruby’s Rainbow scholarship, you must use your scholarship funds within one 
year of receipt  
 

Applicant Essay Instructions (also on page 10) 
 
Please submit a personal essay, addressing the following: 

o What are your educational goals for the next five years? 
o What are your personal goals for the next five years? 
o How will college/enrichment courses help you achieve your personal goals? 
o What else can you tell us about your journey that got you where you are today? 
o Your essay should be 100 words minimum. 

 
NOTE: This essay should be written by the applicant, to the best of his/her abilities. If applicant is unable 
to address all of the following on his/her own, two essays may be submitted — one written by the 
applicant to the best of his/her abilities, and one by the parent/guardian or person assisting. 
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Previous Education 
 

Please list in chronological order starting from High School, with start and end dates and level of 

completion: 

 

NAME / CITY DATES TYPE OF STUDIES 
LEVEL OF 

COMPLETION 

    

    

    

    

 

Participation and Recognition 
 

Please list extra activities, clubs, special honors or awards received: 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Work/Volunteer History 
 

Please list in chronological order, beginning with most recent and working backward.  We love learning 

about your involvement in the community and also work experience! 

 

Name of business or                       

organization 

Dates/duration 

of time there 
Description of duties/title held 

   

   

   

   

 

Hobbies 
 

Please tell us about your favorite hobbies, sports, pastimes, etc.  What do you LOVE to do? What 

inspires you?  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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References 
 

Please list three references: (employers, teachers, co-workers, friends or family members): 

 

Name/Phone # 

 

Relationship 

 

Years Known 

   

   

   

 

Additional Submission Requirements 
 

1. Please submit two letters of recommendation  

 Recommendation letters should be no longer than one page in length. 

 Letters may be written by (but are not limited to) teachers, friends, co-workers, 

or family members, but not by immediate family members. (Recommendation 

letters may also be written by the applicant’s references.) 

 Note to recommendation letter writer: Please let us know how you are related to 

the applicant, and how have you been inspired by them. 

 

2. Please submit a personal essay, addressing the following:  

 What are your educational goals for the next five years? 

 What are your personal goals for the next five years? 

 How will college/enrichment courses help you achieve your personal goals? 

 What else can you tell us about your journey that got you where you are today? 

 Your essay should be 100 words minimum. 

NOTE: This essay should be written by the applicant, to the best of his/her abilities. If 

applicant is unable to address all of the following on his/her own, two essays may be 

submitted — one written by the applicant to the best of his/her abilities, and one by the 

parent/guardian. 
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3. One or more photos of you is required with the application. We LOVE seeing the smiling faces of 

our applicants and learning more about you! 

 

 

 

 

4. Please provide answers the following: 

 

a. What would a Ruby’s Rainbow scholarship mean to you? In other words, how 

would receiving a scholarship help you achieve your goals? 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

b. Ruby’s Rainbow highly values individuals with Down syndrome who strive to 

make important contributions to their communities. Tell us about a time when 

you made a meaningful contribution to your community: 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

5. Feel free to also submit any of the following in support of your application: (This is highly 

encouraged, due to the competitive nature of this application process! Sending extra materials 

helps us get to know you better. Please also note that any materials sent will not be returned.) 

Please see “Video and Extra Submissions” on page 4 for acceptable ways to submit items. 

 

 Videos (Please see page 4) 

 Resumes  

 Artwork (Please do not send original artwork in the mail, just a photo) 

 Photographs (We prefer any photos to be send digitally or via JPEG Format) 

 Audio recordings 

 Anything else that will help us get to know you better! We love these! 
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Acknowledgement 
 

PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT AND SIGN BELOW TO INDICATE YOUR 

AGREEMENT: 
 

I understand that I am applying for a grant to help me enroll or continue current enrollment in a 

post-secondary education program or enrichment class(es). The information provided in this 

application is my own work (to the best of my abilities), and represents my own thoughts. If I am 

selected to receive this grant, I am aware that I will need to provide documentation regarding 

how and where my grant money will be spent. I verify that I meet the following eligibility 

requirements: I have Down syndrome; I am 18 years of age or older; and I intend to enroll or 

continue my current enrollment in a post-secondary program or enrichment course. I understand 

that my application and all related materials may be shared with Ruby’s Rainbow board members 

as well as with other individuals involved in the selection process for grant recipients. 

 

Applicant’s Signature_______________________________ Date____________ 

 

Print Name ______________________________________________________ 

 

NOTE: If you are submitting this form electronically, typing your name in both spaces 

above constitutes your agreement to the statement and is binding like your handwritten 

signature. 

 

 

Person/Persons Filling Out this Application: 

________________________________________________ 

 

If Applicant received assistance filling out this application, please provide the following 

information regarding the individual who provided assistance and please note in the body of the 

application where assistance was given: 

Full Name: 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Relationship to Applicant: 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: ___________________________  Email: ___________________________________ 

If you have any questions about this application form or the scholarship application process, 

please contact Liz Plachta by calling (512) 879-7801 or emailing liz@rubysrainbow.org. We look 

forward to hearing from you! 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

When will the Ruby’s Rainbow application be available?   

Applications for a Ruby’s Rainbow Scholarship will be open in January of each New Year for funds to be 

granted for the fall of that same year.  Contact Liz@rubysrainbow.org  or call 512-879-7801 with any 

questions.   

 

When is the deadline for applications? 

The deadline for the 2018 Ruby’s Rainbow Scholarship is April 28th, 2018 by 12 midnight (Central 

Standard Time). Anything received after this time will not be considered. 

 

How do I submit my application? 

We prefer applications to be sent via email or Dropbox to Liz@rubysrainbow.org but they can also be 

sent via USPS or any other mail carrier to: Ruby’s Rainbow, PO Box 153095 Austin, TX 78715. Please note 

that anything sent after the deadline will not be considered, so if sending your application via regular 

mail it must be post-marked by the deadline date. 

 

Do I have to have been accepted into a program or class to apply? 

No, we encourage you to apply even if you are just thinking about applying for a postsecondary program 

or considering taking courses. Applications received past the deadline will not be considered, so even if 

you are just considering a post-secondary program it is best to get your application in and be prepared!  

 

If I don't have Down syndrome but I have another developmental or intellectual disability, am I 

eligible to apply for a Ruby’s Rainbow Scholarship? 

No, to be eligible for a Ruby’s Rainbow Scholarship the individual must have Down syndrome. Ruby, who 

inspired the organization, was born with Down syndrome and that is where the organization decided to 

focus their efforts.  

 

Who can I ask to write a letter of recommendation for me? 

We love to hear from others how you have inspired them or touched their life in some way!! A few 

examples of people you can ask are life-long friends, teachers, employers, co-workers or religious 

leaders. Please ask them to keep it to one page.  

 

 

mailto:Liz@rubysrainbow.org
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What do I need to include in my application for it to be complete? 

For your Ruby’s Rainbow application to be considered complete you need to include the following: 

Ruby’s Rainbow Scholarship Application, Essay (100 words or more), Parent/Guardian Information; two 

Letters of Recommendation, and a copy of high school diploma OR certificate of completion or 

equivalent (see application checklist on page 2 for more options) and one or more photos of you. All of 

these materials must be included for your application to be reviewed.  If any of these items are missing, 

we will be unable to consider your application.  We highly encourage you to also submit something 

that would help us get to know you better and give us clear vision of your personality, strengths, 

accomplishments and future goals. *This is not a requirement, but due to the competitive nature of 

the application process, it is highly recommended. * 

 

What do you mean when you ask for me to submit “Something To Help Us Get to Know You Better”? 

We would love to get to know you better!!  You can submit pictures, artwork, drawings, poems, a video 

of you doing something you are proud of, a personal video you made…the possibilities are endless!!  We 

want to get clear vision of your personality, accomplishments, activities you enjoy, your future goals…so 

be creative!!! If you send pictures or video files please be sure they are able to be downloaded so we 

can share them with the Scholarship Committee for review. Please try and keep videos to five minutes 

or less.  

 

I need a little help filling out my application. Is that ok? 

Yes, but we ask that you fill out the entire application as independently as possible and to the best of 

your abilities.  We recognize that you may need assistance from a parent, guardian or friend, but we 

want to read your own, individual responses so we can get a full picture of your accomplishments, goals 

and personality. Note that written responses are preferred, but audio-recorded responses are also 

acceptable. Once you have done this, we also encourage a parent, family member or friend who may be 

helping you to add whatever to the application they feel is needed to help us get to know you better. 

We also welcome one additional family member to submit their own essay if they would like to add any 

additional information or inspirational stories.  

 

Will the item I submit to help reviewers get to know me better be returned? 

No.  All submissions become property of Ruby’s Rainbow and will not be returned.  Please do not submit 

items that you will want back. 

 

Can I still apply if I am in high school? 

Yes, you can apply for this grant if you are still in high school, as long as you are over 18 years of age and 

graduating in the spring of that year. 
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How much funds are awarded per recipient? 

Ruby’s Rainbow Scholarships range from between $1,000 and $5000 per awarded individual. We 

currently have a $7k and $10k scholarship awards that we co-select the recipients with major supporters 

and businesses to receive which is why we highly recommend submitting something to help us get to 

know you better! NOTE: You must use the scholarship funds within one year.  

 

If I am awarded a scholarship, how and when will I receive the funds? 

With proper documentation, Ruby’s Rainbow can send the scholarship funds directly to the university or 

program you are attending. The funds can also be reimbursed for tuition, books or other qualified 

expenses by submitting the paid receipts. If awarded a Ruby’s Rainbow Scholarship more information 

will be sent out to you about with the proper documentation needed. 

 

When and how will I find out if I am awarded a Ruby’s Rainbow Scholarship?        

We will contact all applicants via U.S. Mail by early June. If you have not heard anything by this time, feel 

free to send an email to Liz@rubysrainbow.org.  

 

If I do not receive the grant this year, can I apply next year? 

Yes, individuals who apply for the grant and are not chosen are eligible to apply again. 

 

If I received the grant before, can I reapply? 

Yes! You can now reapply the following year!  We have a separate application for this, so be sure you 

are filling out the RE-APPLY APPLICATION!!!  If you need help, please email me and I can help you be 

sure you are filling out the correct one! 

 

Please do not hesitate to reach out to Liz@rubysrainbow.org with any questions!  We look forward to 

hearing from you!! 
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