
Frequently Asked Questions 

 

When will the Ruby’s Rainbow application be available?   

Applications for a Ruby’s Rainbow Scholarship will be open in January of each New Year for 

funds to be granted for the fall of that same year.  Contact Liz@rubysrainbow.org  or call 

512-879-7801 with any questions.   

 

When is the deadline for applications? 

The deadline for the 2017 Ruby’s Rainbow Scholarship is April 28th, 2017 by 12 midnight 

(Central Standard Time). Anything received after this time will not be considered. 

 

How do I submit my application? 

We prefer applications to be sent via email to Liz@rubysrainbow.org but they can also be 

sent via USPS or any other mail carrier to: Ruby’s Rainbow, PO Box 153095 Austin, TX 

78715. Please note that anything sent after the deadline will not be considered, so if sending 

your application via regular mail it must be post-marked by the deadline date. 

 

Do I have to have been accepted into a program or class to 
apply? 

No, we encourage you to apply even if you are just thinking about applying for a 

postsecondary program or considering taking courses. Applications received past the 

deadline will not be considered, so even if you are just considering a post-secondary 

program it is best to get your application in and be prepared!  
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If I don't have Down syndrome but I have another 
developmental or intellectual disability, am I eligible to apply 
for a Ruby’s Rainbow Scholarship? 

No, to be eligible for a Ruby’s Rainbow Scholarship the individual must have Down 

syndrome. Ruby, who inspired the organization, was born with Down syndrome and that is 

where the organization decided to focus their efforts.  

 

Who can I ask to write a letter of recommendation for 
me? 

We love to hear from others how you have inspired them or touched their life in some way!! 

A few examples of people you can ask are life-long friends, teachers, employers, co-workers 

or religious leaders. Please ask them to keep it to one page.  

 

What do I need to include in my application for it to be 
complete? 

For your Ruby’s Rainbow application to be considered complete you need to include the 

following: Ruby’s Rainbow Scholarship Application, Essay (100 words or more), 

Parent/Guardian Information; two Letters of Recommendation, and a copy of high school 

diploma OR certificate of completion or equivalent (contact liz@rubysrainbow.org if this is a 

problem). All of these materials must be included for your application to be reviewed.  If any 

of these items are missing, we will be unable to consider your application.  We highly 

encourage you to also submit something that would help us get to know you better 

and give us clear vision of your personality, strengths, accomplishments and future 

goals. *This is not a requirement, but due to the competitive nature of the 

application process, it is highly recommended. * 
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What do you mean when you ask for me to submit “Something 
To Help Us Get to Know You Better”? 

We would love to get to know you better!!  You can submit pictures, artwork, drawings, 

poems, a video of you doing something you are proud of, a personal video you made…the 

possibilities are endless!!  We want to get clear vision of your personality, accomplishments, 

activities you enjoy, your future goals…so be creative!!! If you send pictures or video files 

please be sure they are able to be downloaded so we can share them with the Scholarship 

Committee for review. Please try and keep videos to five minutes or less.  

 

I need a little help filling out my application. Is that ok? 

Yes, but we ask that you fill out the entire application as independently as possible and to 

the best of your abilities.  We recognize that you may need assistance from a parent, 

guardian or friend, but we want to read your own, individual responses so we can get a full 

picture of your accomplishments, goals and personality. Note that written responses are 

preferred, but audio-recorded responses are also acceptable. Once you have done this, we 

also encourage a parent, family member or friend who may be helping you to add whatever 

to the application they feel is needed to help us get to know you better. We also welcome 

one additional family member to submit their own essay if they would like to add any 

additional information or inspirational stories.  

 

Will the item I submit to help reviewers get to know me better 
be returned? 

No.  All submissions become property of Ruby’s Rainbow and will not be returned.  Please do 

not submit items that you will want back. 

 



Can I still apply if I am in high school? 

Yes, you can apply for this grant if you are still in high school, as long as you are over 18 

years of age. 

 

 

How much funds are awarded per recipient? 

Ruby’s Rainbow Scholarships range from between $1,000 and $4000 per awarded individual. 

We currently have three $5,000 scholarship awards that we co-select the recipients with 

major supporters and businesses to receive which is why we highly recommend submitting 

something to help us get to know you better! NOTE: You must use the scholarship funds 

within one year.  

 

If I am awarded a scholarship, how and when will I receive the 
funds? 

With proper documentation, Ruby’s Rainbow can send the scholarship funds directly to the 

university or program you are attending. The funds can also be reimbursed for tuition, books 

or other qualified expenses by submitting the paid receipts. If awarded a Ruby’s Rainbow 

Scholarship more information will be sent out to you about with the proper documentation 

needed. 

 

When and how will I find out if I am awarded a Ruby’s Rainbow 
Scholarship?        

We will contact all applicants via U.S.Mail by early June. If you have not heard anything by 

this time, feel free to send an email to Liz@rubysrainbow.org.  
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If I do not receive the grant this year, can I apply next year? 

Yes, individuals who apply for the grant and are not chosen are eligible to apply again. 

 

If I received the grant before, can I reapply? 

Yes, but you must wait one year. If you receive a scholarship in 2017, you must wait until 

2019 to apply again. 

 

 

 


